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AMEISfDME NTS TO THE CT-AfMS: 

Please amend Claims 1, 7, 8, 15, 43, 57, 59 aiid 61 through 63 to l ead as follows: 

I . (Currently amended) A distance-measuring device for indi vi dually 
measuring a plurality of tffiHvfduai-dtstanccs dista n ce-values corresponding to a 
respective plurality of dislance-measured regions, the plurality of distance-meas ured regions 
constituting all distance-measurable regions of the distance-measuriug devi ce, the 
distance-measuring device comprising: 

a selection circuit for selecting at least one first measured distance- value from the 
plurality of individually measured distance- values^ tcKhrpl urali t y of distanccmc. tsur cd r e gi o as ; 
wherein the selection is effected , in response t o a d e t ei- m i n at i o i i t ha t a p lu r ality of 'sc cond 

piC'doteniiiued distance value, by excluding the pltirality'of second iiicayured di stance- v<ilucs 
such that in the case that more thau one of the plurality of distance-values hav e been dctcmiincd 
to be i^reater than or equal to a predetermincxl distance-value, all of the plurality oj " 
distance-values that have been determined to be greater than or equal to the predet e nnincd 
distance-value arc excluded and all other distance-values of the pluraUty of distance- values are 
not excluded ; and 

a computation circuit for computing an auto-focusing data value in accordance 
with the at least one first measured distance-value selected by said selection circuit. 
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2. (Previously presented) A distance-measuring device according to CJaim 1 , 
wherein said computation circuit sets the auto-focusing data value to a va!ue equal to a minimum 
pemiissible distance value in response to a determination that the computed auto-focusing data 
value is smaller than the minimum permissible distance value. 



3. (Previously presented) A distance-measuring device according (o Claim 1 , 
wherein said computation circuit computes the auto-focusing data value from a mean value of the 
at least one first measured distance- value selected by said selection circuit. 



4. (Previou55ly presented) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 1, 
wherein said computation circuit computes the auto-focusing data value from a majority of the at 
least one first measured distance-value selected by said selection circuit. 



5, (Original) A distance-measuring device according (o Claim I, wherein the 
predetemiined distance value is obtained from a focal distance of a lens used for auto -focusing. 



6. (Original) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 1, wherein (he 
predetermined distance value is obtained from an aperture value of a lens used for auto-focusing. 



7. (Currently Amended) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 1, 
wherein a smallest measured distance-value serves as the auto-focusing data value when all_of 
the plurality of distance-value s the measu re d d ist ance-values t o the plurality o f 
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d i s t a i ice-measui c d r egions a rc not small e r than have been determined to be greater than or eq ual 
to the predetermined distance-value and are not selected by the selection circuit. 

8. (Currently Amended) A camera including a distance-measuring device Tor 
individually measuring a plurality of individual d is t anc es distance-values corresponding to a 
respective plurality of distance-measured regions, the plui ality of dtstance-measuj-cd regions 
constituting alt distance-measurable regions of the distance-measuring device . Stud camera 
comprising: 

a selection circuit for selectmg at least one first measured distance-value 
Jrom the phu-alitv of indi vidually measu red distance-values^ t o the p lu r ality of dis ( ajice--^n tc asu rcd 
regions, wherein the selection is effected , in res po nse t c r a dete m iinatioii tha t a p lu r ali t y o f 

;d distantc-valucs of the uidividually mcasureti-dtstaiicc- values' arc not"SinaH«ir 
•nined-d i stance valu e , hy e x cl uding the plu r ahty o f secon d-meas ured dis t a nctr^ 
values such that in the case that more than one of the plurality of distance-values have been 
detcnmincd to be greater than or equal to a predetermined distance-value, all of the plurality of 
d istance- values that have been determined to be greater than or equal to the predet ermined 
di stance-value are excluded and all other distance-values of the plurality of distan c e-values are 
not excluded ; 

a computation circuit for computing an auto-focusing data value in 
accordance with the at least one first measured distance-value selected by said selection circuit; 
and 
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a driving circuit for driving an image-foiining lens in accordance with the 
auto-focusing data value computed by the computation circuit. 

9, (Previously presented) A camera according to Claim 8, wherein said 
computation circuit sets the auto-focusing data value to a value equal to a minimum permissible 
distance value in response to a determination that the computed auto-focusing data value is 
smaller than the minimum pennissible distance value. 

10-14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Currently amended) A method of individually measuring a plurality of 
in div i dt ia l distanc es distance-values corresponding to a respective plurality of dislance-measiired 
regions by a distaricc-measuring device , the plural i ty of distance-measured regions constituting 
all distance-measurable regions of the distance-measuring device, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

selecting at least one first measured distance- value from the plurality of 
individually mca.surcd distance- values^ trrt he plu r ality of - d tstancc -ni e asurcd r e gio iis; wherein (he 
selection is effected , i n r espo n se t o a dct c r j i i ina tititrt ha t a phual t ty of sec o nd m castircd 

pi'cdctcniiioed distcuicc value, by cTccludmg thcTTltnrahty of second mtasui&d distcuiot-valuti 
such that in the case that more than one of the plurality of distance-values have bee n determined 
to be greater than or euual to a predetermin e d distance-value, ail of the plurahty of 
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di stance- values that have been d etenningd to he gr eater t han or equal to the predete t mined 
distance-value are excl uded and all other distance-valu es of the plurality of distance-values are 
not excluded : and 

computing an auto-focusing data value in accordance with the selected at 
least one first measured distance-value. 

1 C. (Previously presented) A measuring method according to C'laim 1 5, 
wherein said computing step includes setting tlie auto-focusing data value to a value equal to a 
minimum permissible distance value in response to a detennination that the computed 
auto-focusing data value is smaller than the minimum permissible distance value. 

1 7. (Previously presented) A measuring method according to Claim 1 5, 
wherein said computing step includes computing the auto-focusing data value from a mean value 
of the selected at least one first measured distance-value. 

18. (Previously presented) A measuring method according to Claim 1 5, 
wherein said computing step includes computing the auto-focusing data value from a majority of 
the selected at least one fust measured distance-value. 

19-42. (Cancelled) 
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43. 



(Cuncntly Amended) A computer usable mGdium for use with a 



distance-measuTing device for individually measuring a plurality of indrvithrdl distances distance- 
values corresponding to a respective plurality of distance-measured regions, the plurality of 
distance-measured regions constituting all distance-measurable regions of the di stan ce-measuring 
d evice , said computer usable mediiun having computer readable program code ujiits embodied 
therein comprising: 

a first program code unit for selecting at least one first me;isurcd 
distance- value from the plurality of individuaUy n v e asut c d distance- values^ to-thcphiTatttyrrf 
d i stanc c -m e a stir ed i - egi o ns, w^herein the selection is effected , in ies]>aii,sc to a det crminaliuii Hu t 




been detei-mined to be greater than or ec|ual to a predctcmiined distance-value, all of the plurality 
of distance-values that have heeti determined to be greater than or equal to the nrodetennined 
distance-va lu e arc excluded and all other distance-values of tlie plurality of tlistan c c-vahies are 
not excluded : and 

a second program code unit for computing an auto-focusing data value in 
accordance with the selected at least one first measured distance-value. 

44. (Previously presented) A computer usable medium according to Claim 43, 
wherein the second program code unit includes a program code unit for setting the auto-focusing 
data value to a value equal to a minimum pemiissible distance value in response to a 
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les such^U a t in the case that more than one of the plurality of distance- values have 
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detemxination that the computed auto-focusing data value is smaller than the minimum 
permissible distance value. 

45-56. (Cancelled) 

57. (Currently Amended) A distaace-measuring device for individually 
measuring a piuralitv of i ndividual distanc es distance-values corresponding to a respgctive 
plurality of distance-measured regions, the plurality of distance-measured regions constituting all 
distance-measvtfable regious of the dis tance-measuring device, the distance-measuring device 
comprising: 

a selection circuit for selecting at least one measured distance-value for 
use in focusing, wher e in the selection is effected by comparing a first measured distance-value of 
£t the plurality of irrdfyithtaliy m e asu r e d distance-values to a predetermined distance value, and 
wherein if the first measured distance- value is not smaller thaii greater than or equal to the 
predeternriined distance value, said selection circuit compares a second measured 
distance-value of the plurality of indiv i dually m easured distance-values to the predetermined 
distance value and excludes the first measured distance-value from being selected; and 

a computation circuit for computing an auto-focusing data value in 
accordance with the at least one measured distance-value selected by said selection circuit, 

wherein if the second measured distance- value is not smaHer tha n gieatcr 
than or equal t o the predetermined distance value, said selection circuit excludes the second 
measured distance-value from being selected, and 
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wherein said selection circuiV excludes all of the plurality o f 
distance-value s that have been determined to be greater Ch an or eq ual to the predetermined 
distance- value and does not exclude any other distance-values of the pl urality of 
distance-values and s c lec ts-a-thir d me agiu -ed- d tstancc- valuc o f the plu r ality o f indi vidtiatiy 
-aittes. 



58. (CanceUed) 



59. (Cutrently Amended) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 57, 
further comprising an ordering circuit for ordering into a predetermined order the plurality of 
indiv i dua liy-mcasm^ distance-values before said selection circuit performs the selection. 



60. (Previously presented) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 
57, wherein said computation circuit sets the auto-focu-sing data value to a value equal to a 
minimum permissible distance value when the computed auto-focusing data value is smaller than 
the minimuin pcnnissible distance value. 



6 1 . (Currently Amended) A distance-measuring device accordi ng to Claim 1 , 
further comprising an ordering circuit for ordering into a predetermined order the plurality of 
i nd i vidually nicas nrcd distance-values. 



9 



PAGE 13/18' RCVD AT 1 1/20/2003 2:40:47 PM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/1 • DNISrMesSSO " CSIDr202 530 1055 ■ DURATION (mm-ss):06-26 



11/20"/2003. 14:46 FAX 202 530 1055 



FCH&S D.C. 



[21014 



wherein said selection circuit performs the selection and exclusion upon 
the ordered plurality of tnttivrduaHyrncasttred distance- values in accordance with the 
predetermined order. 

62. (Currently Amended) A distance-measuring device for individually 
measuring a plurality of tndtvirfttal-d tstanc e s distance-values correspondin g to a r espective 
plurality of distance-measured regions, the plurality of distance-measured regions constituting all 
distance-measiu-abl e re gions of the distance-measuring device, the distance-measuring device 
comprising: 

a selection circuit which selects, from the plurality of distance-valuer, at 
least one measured distance-value, between the shortest distance-value where focusing operation 
is possible and a predetennincd distance-value, r egardless o f without taking into account the 
position in the image plane of the plurality of distance-measured regions; and 

a computation circuit for computing an aulo-focusing data value in 
accordance with the at least one measured distance-value selected by said selection circuit. 

63. (Currently Amended) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 62, 
wherein when said selection circuit selects a plurality of mcasttrcd distance-valuc;j, and said 
computation circuit performs the computation of the auto-focusing data value as the average of 
the plurality of measu r ed selected distance-vahjes. 
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